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SUBJECT: ODUBER TO ATTEND UNGA AND SPEAK ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER GONZALO FACIO ANNOUNCED MARCH 23 
THAT PRESIDENT ODUBER WILL ATTEND THE UNGA IN OCTOBER 
TO LOBBY PERSONALLY FOR THE COSTA RICAN PROPOSAL THAT 
A UN HIGH COMMISSIONER ON HUMAN RIGHTS BE CREATED. 

FACIO WILL ALSO ATTEND UNGA AS HE HAS IN PAST. 

2. FACIO EXPLAINED THAT COFHA RICA IS HOPEFUL THIS 
PROPOSAL WILL BE ADOPTED THIS YEAR AS IT IS THE ONLY 
VIABLE MEANS OF FOSTERING RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN 
MANY PARTS OF THE WORLD. FACIO ALSO EXPRESSED THE HOPE 
THAT HEMISPHERIC NATIONS WILL FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE OF 
COLOMBIAN PRESIDENT LOPEZ MICHELSEN AND SUPPORT THE 
INITIATIVE. 
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PAGE 02 SAN JO 01255 252306Z 

3. COMMENT: ODUBER MENTIONED PRIVATELY SOME TIME 
AGO THAT HE HOPED TO ATTEND UNGA THIS YEAR. PUBLIC 
ANNOUNCEMENT TO THAT EFFECT AT THIS TIME UNDOUBTEDLY 
FLOWS FROM COSTA RICA'S ENTHUSIASTIC REACTION TO 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S ENDORSEMENT OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER 
PROPOSAL. EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT DEPARTMENT AND 
USUN CONSIDER INITIATING CONSULTATIONS AND JOINT 
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PLANNING WITH GOCR OVER HANDLING AND PROMOTING OF 
THIS PROPOSAL AT UNGA. SINCE PROPOSAL INITIATED WITH 
COSTA RICANS, THEY CLEARLY HOPE AND EXPECT TO PLAY 
KEY ROLE IN EFFORTS TO HAVE IT ADOPTED. 

KIT DAY 
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